World Scout Commitee member Toby Suzuki, WOSM Secretary
General Dr. Eduardo Missoni and Walter Hofstetter at the Moot

World Scout Bureau Support Team

CULTURE SHOCK?

When you arrive in a new country there are
always some things you wonder about. At
least that was the situation when I arrived in
Taiwan. In this article I will try to explain
some of these things.

First of all, why do Taiwanese people walk
around saying “wo men” and “nigger” all the
time? To them, “wo men” means “we” or
“us”. And “nigger” (nage) is a pause filler
that refers to almost anything like “that”,
“well...”, “you know...", etc.

Then there’s the mystery with the
victory-sign. Why do Taiwanese people keep
imitating Winston Churchill by doing the
victory-sign whenever a camera comes in
sight? According to my colleagues on the
Moot newspaper this tradition is something
you learn when you are a little girl or boy.
When a picture is about to be taken the
whole family lines up with their fingers split
and scream “yeah!”.

“In fact a lot of Taiwanese people probably
don’t even know that it means victory”,
explains Jenny, the editor of this paper.

In fact there are other poses you can do if
you want to feel really Taiwanese. The
second most popular is used when you what
to make really sure to look cool and
handsome at the picture. You extend your
thumbs and you index finger and point them
towards your face. Then all Taiwanese
people will know that you are the most
handsome person on the picture. Good luck!
(Helena Lindh)
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STORY
BEHIND A BADGE

Jeff Chang

Have you heard about the “Feng Chia Night
Market?” That was one of the largest stalls for
badge swapping at the camping site. After 10:00
pm, people started to display their collections,
waiting for fellow enthusiasts for a good deal.

Badges, Taiwanese matchboxes and instant
noodles (with hot water!) were offered. A
Taiwanese Scout was quite surprised that an
Egyptian Scout wanted to exchange a scarf with
precious rope woggle for a common buckle. One
traded a long flashlight, often used by the RM
department, with plastic bottles and bubble gums.
A Scout played with a wood Chinese knife and
when he broke it, gave two badges in return.

In badge swapping, a fair trade is required. "My
principle is to exchange badges of corresponding
worth, i.e. a contingent badge for a contingent
one, a troop badge for its equivalent. Contingent
badges of smaller countries are even more
precious because they are rare", said a Scout
from Hong Kong.

Indeed there is a story behind every exchange,
and a memory in every badge. (Hanna)
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